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WEST OXFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 

MISCELLANEOUS LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE  
11  JUNE  2015 

 
APPLICATION FOR A STREET TRADING CONSENT 

 
REPORT OF THE SHARED HEAD OF PUBLIC PROTECTION 

 
(Contact: Nicola Neyhaul Tel: (01993) 861377) 

 
(The Sub-Committee’s decision on this matter will be a resolution.) 

 
1. PURPOSE 

To consider and determine an application for a Street Trading Consent. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the Sub-Committee considers and determines the application in the light of the 
provisions of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, the Council’s 
policy and such evidence as may be submitted at the meeting. 

 
3. BACKGROUND 

3.1. Members will recall a recent review of Street Trading throughout the District 
which involved changing the designation of some streets from prohibited to 
consent and vice versa. With particular regard to Witney, as £50k had been 
earmarked as part of the Cabinet programme for improvements to the Market 
Square outside the entrance to the Woolgate Centre, it was suggested that this 
area be prohibited for street trading purposes and an alternate location be found 
for the existing street trader that had been trading there. The Head of Service, at 
the time, identified an area on Welch Way, at the side of the National 
Westminster Bank for the relocation. The re-designation of streets to enable this 
move was approved, along with all other of the proposed changes as part of the 
greater review of Street Trading at the Sub-Committee’s meeting on March 9th 
2015. 

3.2. Subsequently an application from Mrs Racheal Pearson was submitted for the 
location in Welch Way. The application and a photo of the proposed site in 
Welch Way are attached as Appendix A.  

3.3. The applicant seeks to operate a Hot Food trailer from Mondays to Sundays 
0900hrs to 1700hrs. Consultations have taken place with Witney Town Council, 
Local Ward Members, Thames Valley Police, Oxfordshire County Council 
(Highways), Environmental Health (Food and Safety WODC), Environmental 
Pollution and Enforcement (WODC), Witney & District Chamber of Commerce, 
the Managers of the Nat West and Halifax Banks, and Rev Boyd of the Witney 
Congregational Church . 

3.4. Thames Valley Police had no objections to the application. Cllr David Harvey 
“approved” of the application and, whilst expressing concern that this may set a 
precedent and wishing to see street trading in Welch Way restricted to the 
south side from the High Street to the Town Centre Shop, Witney Town 
Council “accepted the application”. 
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3.5. Rev Jason Boyd of the Witney Congregational Church has objected to the 
application and his letter of objection is attached at Appendix B. 

 

4. ALTERNATIVES/OPTIONS 

4.1 The Sub-Committee could decide to grant the application as submitted or 
subject to modification.  

 
4.2 The Sub-Committee could decide to refuse the application. 
 

5. LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

5.1. Paragraph 7 of Schedule 4 to the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act 1982 permits the Licensing Authority to grant a street trading consent at the 
discretion of the District Council if they think fit, provided that the applicant is 
not under 17 years of age, or the application does not relate to any trading on a 
highway in relation to which a control order has been made. In addition the 
Authority may attach reasonable conditions as it sees fit. 

 
5.2. There is no right of appeal against the decision of the Council, but the Council is 

under a duty to act fairly and reasonably. 

 
6. REASONS 

 

6.1. The decision taken will be made on the basis of the Council’s responsibility for 
determining applications for street trading consents. Although each case must be 
decided on its merits, any decision made should have regard to the following: 

• Objections received 

• Observations of consultees  

6.2. The Council’s Street Trading Policy supports the  following Council Priorities: 

• To Protect and enhance the environment of West Oxfordshire and 
maintain the district as a clean, beautiful place with low levels of 
crime and nuisance. 

• Work in partnership to sustain vibrant, healthy and economically 
prosperous towns and villages with full employment. 

• Be recognised as a leading council that provides efficient, value for 
money services 

 
Shared Head of Public Protection 
  
(Author: Nicola Neyhaul, Tel: (01993) 861377 
community.services@westoxon.gov.uk  
Date: 28 May 2015 
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